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not so afflicted. The maternal inheritance is common and more danger¬ 
ous than the paternal. (4) There was a neuro-psychopathic defect in 
34.8%, Vs commoner in males than females (21.8% against 13.0%). 
Consanguinity of the ancestors (grandparents) occurred in 3%, and if 
we may draw conclusions from so small a number of cases (11) it would 
seem that blood relationship in the ascendants was more dangerous, for 
the male than the female descendants. In 42% near relatives were af¬ 
fected, females more commonly than males. (5) Abuse of alcohol by 
the parents was proved in 18.8%, in the male progeny double as common 
as in the female. Alcoholism in the father as a cause of epilepsy is more 
important than acquired alcoholic poisoning (18.8% against 2.9%). (6) 

In 30% of the cases were found acquired causes; of this number 16% 
were the result of the infectious diseases. 10% followed bodily trauma, 
more frequent in males. Alcohol occurred as an independent cause in 
only an inconsiderable number, 2.9%. (7) The cause, of the first attack 

was ascertained in 27.5%. 


(August 4, 1906.) 

1. Occupation Psychoses. (Concluded.) « 

2. Statistical Contribution to the Etiology of Idiocy. 

1. Occupation Psychoses.—The author thinks this an important field 
of inquiry because of recent trends in ■psychiatry which make an effort 
to explain somewhat psychic symptoms by environment. He mentions 
the moral defect of the “ collector,” the liability to alcohol and drug 
addiction of the druggist, the hysterical colored psychic change of the 
actor, and the “ one foot in the dream world ” condition of the artist. 

2. Etiology of Idiocy .—This is a statistical study based on 290 cases. 
The per cent, having hereditary tendencies shows unusually large, 46.9% 
for males and 55.3% for females. The percentages of bodily diseases 
acting as causes are also high, 12.6% for males and 21.6% for females, 
with an additional 8.4% and 21.6% respectively doubtful. Practically one 
half of the cases in early life had suffered from rhachitis. 

White. 


Journal de Psychologie Normale et Pathologique 

(Fourth Year, No. 2. March-April, 1907.) 

There are no original articles in this number of the Journal, the 
space being occupied by the report of the January 11, 1907, session of 
the Societe de Psychologie. In this report appears the history of an 
interesting case of Mnesic Negativism (Fixed Idea or Obsession of 
Forgetfulness) by Seglas. The adroitness of the examiner in eliciting 
the fact that the patient’s forgetfulness is not due to a true amnesia, but 
to the obsessed idea that he cannot remember, is the particularly-interest¬ 
ing point in the report. There are also two communications from Marie, 
one upon Some Cerebral Localizations in Aphasia, with report of cases, 
and another upon Eunuchism and Sexual Psychology. 

(Fourth Year, No. 3. May-June, 1907.) 

1. Certain Properties of the Mental Act. Tassy. 

2. The Solar Plexus and Its Functions. (To be continued.) Laignel- 

Lavastine. 
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I. Certain Properties of the Mental Act .—This is a study in normal 
psychology, wherein the author attempts to substitute for the ordinary 
mode of psychological analysis that of physics and physiology. He first 
discusses the tendency of thought to realize itself , thus suggesting the 
similarity of the psychological processes with those of the simple sensory- 
motor phenomena. The idea and its expression, he says, is a single 
phenomenon. If the expression does not realize itself or actually take 
place, it is because the idea is not sufficiently intense to overcome the 
inhibition exercised upon it by other ideas. 

Under a second head he discusses Thought as a Form of Dynamism. 
It is an error to believe that thought is founded upon a special force so 
long as the fact is recognized that it rests upon forms of sensibility that 
differ in no way from all the ordinary forms of sensibility. The differ¬ 
ence is only a functional one. The cerebral hemispheres are the collec¬ 
tors of all the activities of the organism and are the regulators and dis¬ 
tributors of the force that is common to them all. 

In a final section he explains and analyzes what he calls mental sen¬ 
sation. This js not the same as an ordinary sensation, but is an infinitely 
attenuated sensation, scarcely perceptible in the sphere of consciousness. 

The conclusion of the whole matter is that this method of examin¬ 
ing a mental and sensitive phenomenon permits one to attack the prob¬ 
lem of the nature of a psychic act much farther back than is usually 
done—indeed, back to the point where it cannot be further reduced to 
any other known form of terrestrial activity. Showing in this way how 
a man is identified in and with nature, we are better prepared to find 
■out wherein he is to be contradistinguished from it. 

(Fourth Year, No. 4. July-August, 1907.) 

1. The Affective Characters of Perception. Waynbaum. 

2. The Solar Plexus and its Functions. (Concluded.) Laiguel- 

Lavastine. 

1. The Affective Characters of Perception .—This is a study in normal 
psychology. The author analyzes the nature of the emotive perception as 
the perception that is always accompanied by more or less feeling. A large 
part of our perceptions are purely intellectual, while others, less numerous 
perhaps, are wholly affective. This perceptive affectivity, in its turn, can 
have an unintellectual or mere reflective origin. The affective perception 
occupies as important a place in the psychic life as does the intellectual. 
He subdivides the affective perception into two distinct species, each 
depending upon its respective composition or substance and physiological 
pathway for the transmission of the affective element. With the aid of a 
■diagram the author indicates the manner of the transmission of these two 
forms of emotive perception. 

2. The Solar Plexus and its Functions .— (Concluded.)—The author 
insists that the study of the anatomy, physiology and pathology of the 
solar plexus ought to be given at the present day as much dignity as the 
study of the brain and the spinal cord. A knowledge of it is of the highest 
value to the physician, alienist and psychologist. The article is too long 
■and too full of detail for satisfactory abstraction. 

Mettler (Chicago). 



